recently entered a substantial number of literary texts written by a new wave of French women writers. Rye tentatively notes at the end of Chapter Two that the emergence of maternal subjectivities and experiences coincided with the emergence of a new generation of women writers who do not explicitly or willingly acknowledge their feminist predecessors, and also with what she terms the weakening of psychoanalysis as the dominant French paradigm. Later it is quoted that motherhood became very fashionable in France in the 90s. Given that the founding strength of this book is to offer an investigation of this new trend, further scrutiny of the underlying reasons and the significance of this identified phenomenon, which is more specific to the development of women's writing in France, would have been welcome and would have further supported the book's general argument. But Rye's very well informed and clearly written study makes an excellent read and will no doubt and deservedly become an essential text for anyone interested in the representation of maternal voices and experiences in contemporary France. Although her study pertains specifically to the French historical and socio-cultural context, it also relates to a much wider context, as many of the themes explored are common to Western culture (all quotations are given in both French and English), and warrants a wider audience accordingly. Each chapter, although
